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PLATE I 





AERIAL VIEW DURING EXCAVATION 






PLATE II 



BRONZE AND IRON AGE SETTLEMENT 







was handed over in 1925 to H.M. Office of Works. Several family 


raiasrvaea^ijB 











Dwelling I. The oldest house in this group is in a fragmentary state, 
but two building phases can be distinguished. The remains consist 

best viewed from the wooden platform set on the wall of the inter- 
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. Dch tower with an 

houses were ereaed outside the broch and even within its walls. 










JARLSHOF : DESCRIPTION 19 

it may have exceeded 40 ft. in height, as in the case of the famous 
Mousa Broch. On the inner vertical face is the usual scarcement or 
course of projecting stones at a height of 7 ft. 6 ins. from the floor. 
The original entrance into the tower has been swept away by the sea, 
but the small cell built in the thickness of the wall on the west side may 
have served as a guard chamber flanking the entrance passage. Oppo¬ 
site this cell in the south-east broken end of the broch wall a second 
chamber occurs, entered from the interior of the broch by a short 
paved passage with a sill 3 ft. 3 ins. above the original floor of the 
central court; this is a feature which occurs in other Shetland brochs. 
This cell may have given access to a stone stairway leading to the 
galleries between the outer and inner casement walls above first-floor 
level. The broch court contains a well sunk to a depth of over 13 ft., 
the upper section having built sides with six stone steps giving access 
to the shaft proper, which is cut 8 ft. 6 ins. through the solid rock. 
At a later date a wheel-house (W3) was erected within this court 
and is described on page 23. 


of which only half 

- -side. In the broken 

end of the massive encircling wall, still standing over 10 ft. high above 
the eroded beach, a cell occurs, similar to those contained in the broch 

entrance into the courtyard, in line with the tower doorway. This 
encircling wall is well preserved for a distance of 52 ft., but on the 
landward side it was much reduced in height at a later date, to provide 
building material for a stone-built house (A) within the courtyard. 

Aisled Round House. The visitor should enter the landward 
section of the courtyard around the base of the broch tower, to view 
the earliest remaining dwelling within the courtyard. Owing to 
considerable demolition and the erection of later wheel-houses, only a 
portion of this dwelling (A) survives. The north and eastern arc of the 
main wall, however, still stands over 6 ft. in height and closely follows 
the inner line of the courtyard wall, diverging from it to curve round 
the base of the broch. Originally the house was circular in plan, 
measuring 32 feet in diameter internally. The inner face of the house 
wall possesses a scarcement course at 5 ft. 6 ins. above floor level and 
was provided with a series of wall cupboards or aumbries along its 
length. The largest, in the angle at the base of the broch tower, is 
2 ft. 5 ins. high and 5 ft. in depth, and on excavation was found to 
contain fragments of peat. It had apparently served as a storage 
cupboard for fuel. 

The floor at the base of the wall is paved for a width of 6 ft., the 
inner edge being defined by a line of upright kerb stones, several of 
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PLATE III 



BROCH AND POST-BROCH SETTLEMENT (Reconstruction View by Alan Sorrell) 







PLATE IV 



AISLED ROUND HOUSE AND WHEEL-HOUSES 






PLATE V 



WHEEL-HOUSE INTERIOR 
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PLATE VI 



. Reproduced by courtesy of the “ Illustrated Londot 

VIKING AND LATER NORSE SETTLEMENT (Reconstruction View by Alan Sorrell) 
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revetted arc of wallii to prevent silting of the loose sand. 















adon running across and beneath the later floors^so 
inward from the present stone-built gable. 

The house was flanked on the north side by a strip of paving 
which extended obliquely down the slope in the form of a path— 
exposed beneath the adjacent and later House 5, where it skirts the 
pre-Viking cattle compound. 
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PLATE VII 



FOUNDATIONS OF VIKING FARMSTEAD 






PLATE VIII 




MEDIAEVAL FARMSTEAD AND i 7 th CENTURY JARLSHOF 
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of the house having been demolished. 





























JARLSHOF : DESCRIPTION 33 


side of the path is formed by a succession of walls. At the base outside 
the path kerb is the House 4 wall underlying the foundations of the 
small byre; both are overridden by the present house wall which 
blocks the path and joins House 1 at right angles. The west side of 
the path flanks the end of the pre-Viking compound, a small section 
of which is exposed; then, together with its retaining walls, it over¬ 
rides the floor of the ninth-century stables. The main west wall, built 
at the higher and later ground level, was largely demolished together 
with the south gable end of the house. 

The annexe at the east side is a small rectangular room overlying 
the earlier foundations of House 4. It was entered on the east side, a 
door in the opposite wall giving access to the main dwelling. 

All these later buildings differ from the earlier Viking farmsteads 
in their close proximity to one another and in the absence of inter¬ 
vening yard walls. The finds from the house floors, including a large 
number of steatite or soapstone line-sinkers, indicate that fishing 
played a more important part in the economy of the later inhabitants 
than in that of their predecessors. Hundreds of loomweights occurred, 
showing that wadmal, a rough woollen cloth, was made on large 
upright looms, such as were still in use in the Faroes and in Norway 
down to a generation or so ago. Soapstone vessels continued in use 
although the round cooking-pot type had been largely replaced by a 

r ire straight-sided variety. Small soapstone hanging lamps were 
fo un d together with fragments of double-sided bone combs 
similar to those manufactured in the comb workshops of Oslo and 
Bergen in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. Pottery, absent from 
the early Viking layers, is extremely common, several forms reflecting 
the influence of mediaeval wares. 


The Mediaeval Farmstead 

The foundations of a mediaeval farm, lying obliquely across the 
slope, are exposed to the east of House 1. Only the northern portion 
of the buildings is preserved, the southern section having been removed 
in the excavation of the underlying Bronze Age huts. The complex 
comprises two buildings, originally a dwelling and a large outhouse; 
both were much altered in the course of their history from the thir- 

The original dwelling, the more easterly of the two, was a rec¬ 
tangular stone-built house, over 63 ft. in length, of which approx¬ 
imately two-thirds remain. A rectangular annexe was attached to the 
east side; this was removed in 1937 during the excavation of the 
Bronze Age levels. The main east longitudinal wall overlies an older 
structure, which resembles a wide drain, possibly of Viking date. The 
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JARLSHOF : TABLE 


TABLE OF PERIODS 

Neolithic (New Stone) Age . Begins about 2000 b.c. in Scotland. 
Early Bronze Age . . Begins about 1800 b.c.: first general 

use of metal. 

Middle Bronze Age Begins about 1500 b.c. 

Late Bronze Age . Begins about 1000 b.c. 

Iron Age .... Begins in Scotland about second cen¬ 
tury b.c. and continues into the 
Early Christian era. 

Roman Occupation in Scotland Approximately a.d. 80 until end of 
Early Christian Period . . Approximately fifth to eleventh cen- 

The Viking Age . . Approximately ninth to eleventh cen- 

Middle Ages . . Approximately eleventh to sixteenth 
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